Sunraysia Aeromodellers
Open thermal 2011
Carl Didn't come!!

The 11th. annual Mildura Thermal comp. was held over the week end of 22 & 23 of October at the Wentworth race course, 30kl from Mildura. 26 entries this year, not a bad effort.  
By mid afternoon Friday over half of the field had arrived and were getting down to catching up and having a bit of a practice. I arrived around 2:30 to find a winch line that fanned out nearly  45deg. It looked like the weather gods were going to play games with us. The wind was at least very gentle.

This year we decided to hold a different kind of comp. on Friday to give those present a taste of what was to come. True man on man. You might be flying in a heat of 8 but you are only flying against one other person with the loser being eliminated. $10.00 entry with the winner taking half the money with the other half going to the F3j team. 10 flyers were game to put their money up. After 3 rounds of eliminations and a final Joel Pedder from Melbourne came out the victor. Joel very generously donated his winnings to the F3j team giving them $100.00 toward their next assault on the worlds. Thank you very much Joel. Sorry this was not mentioned at the presentations. 
Dave Hobby managed to go all Friday without damaging a model. He waited until Sunday.

Saturday morning dawned with cloud and a gentle breeze from the SSE. The exact direction we did not want. The field is not the biggest, runs NE-SW and is only about 190m wide. As it was directly behind the flight line was a line of 50ft plus pine trees. So, 7:30 Bacon & eggs for breakfast, get set up to start right on the dot of 9:00 am. Done. It became very clear that it was going to be one of those days. The air was nearly impossible to read. Just when you thought you had a bubble it would just disappear. 10 min. flights were very difficult. In the first 3 rounds only 10 flights of 10 minutes were achieved. The landing area was very tight so modified approaches was the norm. Despite this most pilots had no trouble landing inside the 2m mark. Out of 208 landings only about 50 were outside.

By lunch time we had flown 4 rounds. A well deserved helping of beef, lamb and salad prepared by the girls went down a treat. By the time we finished up at 5:00 pm we had easily flown 8 rounds. Brad Wilman found himself at the top of the list with several others only a few points behind.

Saturday night was the regular trip to the Wentworth Club for the $25.00 all you can eat and a drink or four. There must have been a few serious about winning the contest because everyone had left by 10 pm. 

Sunday saw the wind moving to the ENE with a little breeze. Better. we got under way at 8:30 with the aim of rounding up to 12 rounds by 12:30. Flight times got better as the morning went on as the wind became progressively stronger and swung to the North. At least 3 people found themselves way too low way too far away. Mike O, Dan Haskell among them. Garry Whitfield found his just a few metres from the creek 400m away. By the time 12:30 arrived we had achieved our goal of 12 rounds and packed up.
 
The conditions this year would have to be the most difficult in our 11 years. Sadly 2 models were destroyed. Graham Norman and Gerry Carter experienced this. One gust of wind slightly damaged  a few others and one was walked on.



When all was packed up we all headed back to the club house for the traditional BBQ lunch fruit salad and ice-cream while the scores were entered into the computer. When the final results were printed out the deserving winner of the Mildura open Thermal Comp. for 2011 was Simon Morris from Adelaide. We all know Simon from Jerilderie. 2nd. Theo Arvanitakis & 3rd. Mike O'Reilly.

A big thank you to Mike O'Reilly for again donating prizes for 1st. & 2nd. places. Mike and team have been very supportive of our comp. for a long time. Again, thank you. Thanks also to Greg Potter for making parachutes available for prizes.

I can't finish without a HUGE thank you Michelle and Jennifer for all their efforts preparing the meals, entering scores and doing all those other things so Garry and I can concentrate on organising the contest. 

We will be back next year. Hopefully with a State Title up for grabs.
At this stage October 20 & 21 will probably be the dates.

See you next year.

Darrel Blow (CD)

Confucius say,  (He who keep it up ten minutes and nail it hard, score big time.)

     
 
